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DEFENSE OF COL. EDWARD HILL. 

[Winder Papers, Virginia State Library.] 

Article 8th. 

That the s* Hill contrary to his duty and faith reposed in 
him by the warrant afore"* converted divers of the goods (by him 
seized for the use of the King) to his owne use, and one hh'* of 
tob° marked w'" the King's marke at Nevet Wheelers w"" he as 
afore"* caused to be struck out, & his owne to be put in the stead 
thereof, also from the widow Hunt, one hhd of tob", w""" after 
divers flattering arguments and proffers of favours, to p'suade 
her from her tob° & did not therein prevaile, he wrongfully tooke 
and conveyed away. 

The 8th Article, all that is truth in it, I have answeared in the 
foregoing article in the story of Wheeler's Inventory and the 
bribe takeing; as to these abusive wordes concerning Mrs. Hunt, 
I know nothing of, and wonder how men's mallice (without 
practice in themselves) can invent such curious ways to crafte; 
what is true is this, the sheriff of our county as collector of our 
county owes me severall thous'* pounds of tob° and tells me he 
hath onely one hhd that lyes at Mrs. Hunt's, broad arrowed, 
and bids me receive it and speaks himself to Will Hunt to pay 
it me, w"'' he doeth w"* out any manner of scruple, or denyall. 
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& this Coll" Jordan* & Major Honef (who hath orders concern- 

* Lieutenant-Colonel George Jordan was an early settler and promi- 
nent citizen of Surry county. As Captain George Jordan he was ap- 
pointed a justice of Surry 1652, and remained a member of the court 
for many years. As Lieutenant-Colonel George Jordan his name ap- 
pears first in the commission of the peace, dated December 22, 1668. 
He was appointed Attorney-General of Virginia April 12, 1670 ( General 
Court Records), and was a member of the House of Burgesses March, 
1658-9 (Hening), 1674, 1677 {Surry Records), and probably other years. 
In November, 1673, Surry court granted him a certificate for the impor- 
tation of thirty-eight persons, among whom were "Mr. Wm. Jordan," 
Mrs. Ann Jordan, his wife, Mrs. Fortune Flood, "myself two arrivals," 
&c., &c., "Mr. John Cary, Mr. Robert Lee," &c., &c. He made 
oath that these thirty-eight persons were all his own servants or near 
relatives. His will, dated February 25, 1677-8, with a codicil dated 
May 8, 1678, was proved in Surry November 5, 1678. The following is 
an abstract: Will of George Jordan, of Surry, very aged. To be buried 
by my wife and children in Major Browne's orchard. There is about 
2,000 lbs of tobacco in my hands due to the children of William Jordan, 
long since deceased, which children I could never find out, but am of 
late informed that they live at Gisburne, near Skipton in Craven, in 
Yorkshire; I order 6 hogsheads of tobacco to be sent home to them. 
To my two goddaughters, Colonel Thomas Swann's children, each a 
piece of plate of ^"5 sterling value. To Sarah Somerly, George Nor- 
wood, and George Briggs, also my god-children, each a silver spoon of 
10 shillings value. To George Hogwood 400 lbs tobacco. To my 
friend, Thomas Somerby, 400 lbs tobacco. To poor James Somerby 3 
ells of dowlas. To William Arnall 3 ells of Dowlas. To Mary Browne 
my god-child ^3 sterhng, and "if the law do cutt off Mr. Cary his 
whole claimes, as I know it will if it come to tryall," I give him ^50 
sterling. On the 15th day of every October there shall be a sermon of 
mortality preached at my house, it being the day my daughter. Fortune 
Hunt, died, and whosoever shall enjoy my land, although it be a thous- 
and generations hence, shall perform this sermon and prayer. To five 
needy poor people a barrel of corn each. To the church a baptismal 
bason of silver worth ^3 sterling. Out of one half of my personal 
estate I give 600 lbs tobacco to my cousin, Edward Bayly, and the re- 
mainder of this half shall be divided into seven parts, to be paid to 
Charles Foster, Walter Flood, George Jordan, James Jordan, River 
Jordan, Elizabeth Jordan, and Thomas Flood. The other half of my 
personal estate and all my lands in Virginia to my nephew, Thomas 
Jordan, and if he die before this will is proved, to my brother, Arthur 
Jordan, in trust, to be equally divided among my seven nephews and 
niece, Elizabeth Jordan. I have lived in this country for 43 years. 
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ing the estate) can give and hath given (I suppose) yo' houn" 
ace' off. 

Codicil: Since writing this will I have given to my nephew, Edward 
Bayly, a seat of land called the white marsh, and therefore declare void 
the 600 lbs tobacco. To Daniel Roviere 500 lbs tobacco. To Katherine 
Maddison 500 lbs tobacco towards the curing her leg, if she be not sent 
out of this parish by the vestry before the cure can |je effectedi To 
Thomas Andrews and Dorothy, his wife, 500 lbs tobacco. 

In 1655 George Jordan married Elizabeth, widow of Daniel Coates, 
who died in Ireland on the 15th of April in that year. He had before 
been married to Alice Miles, who died January 7, 1650, and whose tomb 
at "Four Mile Tree," Surry (the Browne estate), bears an epitaph 
printed in Neill's Virginia Carolorum. 

Colonel Jordan had many relatives in Surry. In a petition recorded 
in Surry January 14, 1656, Hannah Hill states that her husband had died 
intestate, and asks that his brother-in-law, George Jordan, be granted 
administration on the estate. In March, 1661, Mrs. Fortune Mills, wife 
of Mr. James Mills, of Surry (who had before been the widow of Colo- 
nel John Flood, of the same county), gave a power of attorney to her 
brother, George Jordan. There is recorded in Surry a deed dated June 
2, 1665, from George Jordan, conveying his dwelling-house and 400 
acres in Surry to secure the payment of £,yx> sterling to Thomas Hunt, 
who had married his daughter. 

Arthur Jordan was assessed with four tithables in Southwark parish, 
Surry, in 1668. There is a marriage contract between Arthur Jordan 
and Elizabeth Bavin. In November, 1659, in a deposition, he gave his 
age as about 30 years. His will, proved in Surry January 3, 1698-9, 
names his sons, George and River Jordan, son and daughter, Washing- 
ton, granddaughter, Elizabeth Jordan, and grandson, Arthur Washing- 
ton. The will of River Jordan, dated December 2, 1699, proved in 
Surry March 4, 1700-1, names his wife, Priscilla; unborn child; George, 
eldest son of George Jordan; Arthur, son of George Jordan; Thomas, 
son of George Jordan; William, soft of William Browne, Jr.; if unborn 
child dies in minority, George Washington is to be paid ^100 out of 
said child's portion of estate; Mary and Elizabeth, daughters of George 
Jordan. 

Thomas Jordan, the principal legatee of Colonel George Jordan, 
qualified as his administrator. No will of the former appears to be on 
record, but the inventory of the personal estate of Thomas Jordan, 
dated January 5, 1685, is on record. The total value is 57,342 lbs to- 
bacco, and among the items given are an "unfixt clock," "a pair of 
very old virginalls," "a base viall unfixt," and "a parcell of old pic- 
tures." There is a deed, September, 1688, from Lucy, widow of Thomas 
Jordan, to her daughter, Phillis Jordan. 
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Article 9th. 

That the s" Edw: Hill contrary to his duty, & trust of a Jus- 
tice of Peace haveing by his warrant comitted the s* Jn° Baxter 
to prison for treason, and for a reward (proposed by him the s* 
Edw: Hill) to be given him, the s" Hill offers to help the s* Bax- 
ter's escape out of prison, & to p'vent any persuance after him, 
and when he saw that would not p'rvaile w" Baxter, he the s* 
Hill w'^out any warrant, or couUer of authority, tooke away & 
converted to his owne proper use the Estate of the s* Baxter, 
w"' besides the ruine of the poore man, his wife and children, is 
an act of p' sumption and dangerous Example as will appeare 
upon inquiry into the subtelity- & terror used in the managem' 
of the wrongfull action. 

The will of Richard Jordan, dated September 24, 1695, proved in 
Surry November 7, 1699, names his sons, Richard, Charles, and Robert; 
daughters, Rachel, Elizabeth, Margaret, Hannah, Mary, and Sarah, and 
wife. 

t Major Theophilus Hone was a justice of Warwick county in 1652. 
He afterwards removed to Jamestown, was Burgess for James City 
county in October, 1666, and sheriff of James City county 1676. Prior 
to May, 1672, he married the widow of William Richardson. In 1675 
Theophilus Hone, Jr., and Thomas Hone had a grant in James City 
county, adjoining the land of Sir John Aytoun. There is recorded at 
Essex Court-house a deed, dated Rappahannock county November 2, 
1686, from Christopher Wormeley, E^q., to Malachy Peale, of Stafford, 
conveying land which was granted to Thomas Hopkins in 1654, es- 
cheated, and afterwards granted to Thomas Hopkins Hone, gent.; by 
him conveyed to Justinian Aylmer, and by Aylmer to his wife, Frances, 
now the wife of Christopher Wormeley. In a pedigree of a family of 
Hone in the Visitation of Essex, 1634 {Harl. Soc, page 423), it is stated 
that Thomas Hone, of Farnham, 1634, married Judith, daughter of The- 
ophilus Aylmer, Archdeacon of London, and had issue: William, 
Thomas, Theophilus, Edward, and Elizabeth, all alive 1634. It can 
hardly be doubted that this was the family of the Hones of Virginia. 
It has been stated that the second wife of Major Robert Beverley, of 
Middlesex, was Catherine, daughter of Theophilus Hone; but as the 
parish legister states that he and "Madam Katherine Hone were mar- 
ried in Gloster March 28, 1689," it is probable that she was Major 
Hone's widow, and as Beverley in his will speaks of his "brother-in- 
law," Colonel John Armistead, of Gloucester, it is probable she was an 
Armistead. 
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In answeare to the 9th article, I shall moste truely confesse 
my faults, & I believe more than can be proved ag' me, neither 
will I conceale one of my errors, but yo' houn" shall knowe my 
whole carriage in Baxter's business, although I fear twill be trou- 
blesome & tedious; but the truth cannot always be told in few 
wordes, and for my errors I heartily begg pardon — first then yo' 
houn" must be made acquainted, that this Baxter and his wife, 
are peeple of moste evil manners & conversation, and indeed 
habited in all manner of wickedness, & to that height that they 
hired a moste notorious villaine (by name Robert Dennis) to 
shoote and murther me, as by the s** Dennis confession thereof 
can be proved, this very fellow for a reward to be given him by 
the s'' Baxter & his wife, did in the night time (sometime in or 
about June last yeare) make an attempt to execute and finish 
theire wicked and murtherous designe contracted, & premedi- 
tated by them as afore"* and to that end and purpose came to my 
house as afore"" by the wicked instigation of the s'' Baxter & his 
wife, and at his first approach was by my doggs discovered, soe 
that at that instant he could not act his bloody strategem, but 
removes his station, & waites his opportunity, and p'sently after 
I happened to goe from my house to the cellar w"'' standeth close 
by, w"" he percieving prepared himself, and waited the opportu- 
nity of my returne out w'^'' was shortly after, and through, & by 
the wicked instigation and allurem' of the s^ Baxter & his wife, 
theire faire promises of large rewards as afore"" he the s'' Dennis 
did then and there fire, and discharge his gunn at me ready pre- 
pared & loaden w"" a brace of bulletts to the end and purpose 
afore'^ w'^' bloody rogue I afterwards imprisoned for the same, 
but he broke prison and escaped. But to the matter, I rece* in 
Aprill, 1676, an order from the Govern' & council to raise thirty 
soldg" (well armed) in our county to waite upon his houn' to the 
suppressing of Bacon. In obeydience to w'"" I sent out my 
comands to my under officers, to impress soe many men in theire 
company, w"" (by the way) Capt. Nich" Wyat denyed, as by his 
letters will appeare, amonxt others this Jno. Baxter is impressed 
by my Leiut. Warned to appeare at the day, but Baxter instead 
of obeying that comand makes provision, & p'suades two, or 
three more, takes his armes & amunition, and flyes to Bacon, 
who was then goeing out the first march and there went out and 
tis thought killed one of those he invited out w"" him, he being 
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an evidence ag' him for tradeing w"" my servants for my tob°, & 
at that time the suite depending for the thous'' p*' of Tob" after 
he came in from the Occancechees, still continues his rebellion, 
is Bacon's guard. When the Govern' was returned from Acco- 
mack in Capt. Larramore, and I had left my house to wayt on 
him this man unsent for, comes and robs, and plunders my house, 
drinks & carryeth away my wines, &c. , and severall other goods, 
hath my sheep killed & drest at his house, his wife w" herself 
& doggs kill severall of my hoggs, gather my Indian come, 
leave doune the fences, purposely to destroy the cornefield, and 
in truth doeth me all manner of mischief, and to doe further 
harme, getts into Digby's sloop under his comand, who at the 
Govern" goeing from town keeps in sight of the ships, where 
aboute Newporte News, and from the banke shot severall gunns 
ag' the Govern', & the King's flaggaborde Larramore, and con- 
tinues in his active villainyes & rebellion, untill the Gentlemen 
of Henerrico ris in armes for his ma"" servis to take crews as 
w""" they did, and this Baxter alsoe, who going into that county, 
& known for a notorious rebell, was there taken and put on the 
Gard w" Crews, but when they joyned w"" our county forces, 
deliver him to Capt. Stith, who a day or two after I comeing 
into the county, gives me an ace' of him wherefore as in my an- 
sweare in the seventh article, I .would not admit him to take the 
oath, but sent him prisoner to the guard, & his wife alsoe, a 
moste notorious slutt and thief in robbing my house, takeing 
my wynes, clothes, shifts, linen, &c. Mr. Lewellaine* a Gent 
my neighbor haveing some kindness for Baxter & knowing he 
deserved death if prosecuted intercedes w"' me not to be severe, 
nor prosecute him. I tell him it is out of my power, I had 
nothing to doe w'" it. He told me nobody would minde him if 
I did not, and I should be hardly thought of to take away a 
man's life because he had Injured me. I told him it was not for 
his Injury to me, but his treason to the King & I neither was 
nor would be concerned w" him, but let the law take his course, 
for I could comit to prison for treason but not acquit; thus con- 
tinued Mr. Lewellin to solicit me for about six weeks, and if I 

* Daniel Llewellin patented land in Charles City county in 1653, and 
owned land adjoining Shirley in 1660. In 1680 he was a justice and cap- 
tain of militia. Daniel Llewellin, who was justice of Charles City in 
1699 and 1702, was probably a son. 
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should say daily when I was at home, I think should not lye, 
and when I had given him my absolute answear that it lay not in 
my power to release him, then he told me Baxter had liberty to 
goe out at prison, what if he ran away. I told him he mought 
runn away & be hanged if he would — I did not care, it was the 
Sherif's buisness to looke to that, not niyne, but he told me he 
thought I would not be soe contented because first he owed me 
tob*, in the next place I had an action depending of Tenn 
Thous"* pds of tob" besides his robbing & plundering of me. I 
told him I vallued it not if he had his deserts, I must finde my 
satisfaction as I could. He told me Baxter was his debtor, and 
he should be unwilling to loose that, but tells me Baxter would 
venture nining from prison, and would be glad to leave that 
small estate he had if I would accept of it and pay all his debts, 
and shews me a particular acct. of Baxter's debts, w"" was as 
much as the Inventory of the estate was worth, w"' Mr. Lewellin 
had (on his first comitm't to the guard) taken, and was in his 
custody & never stirred or removed (unless powder and shot a 
very small quantity, & papers), as is falsly alleadged, at w°' I 
smiled, told Mr. Lewellin my oppinion, and gave it him againe. 
Mr. Lewelling presseth me againe that I would not take away 
the man's life. I tell him, I had nothing to doe w* it, if he did 
breake prison I would not make it my buisness to p'ue him, but 
concerne myself w'" him I would not. Well, he would but he 
did not know how to make such a writeing whereby he might 
have a right to the estate that should be left, and I (Truely) told 
him nor I neither, but could not finde beliefe, but I must by all 
means write something to that purpose, and this desired and 
p'suaded from me by all the endearm" that might be, I to satis- 
fye Mr. Lewellin, writes a few lines as from John Baxter to Mr. 
Lewellin, wherein he confesseth his treason & rebellion his debts 
and Injuryes to me, and all his other debts, prayes him to take 
care to pay his debts w* what estate he had left for knoweing 
his own guilt he resolved to shift for himself W" what reluct- 
ancy I did this God onely knowes, but Mr. Lewellin knowes, & 
doeth testify these or the like circumstances to be true, and that 
soever I had writ the note I told him that to satisfy I had writ, 
but bid him take it imediately & transcribe it, w""" he imediately 
did, and I burnt the originall, & what use the other was put to 
I knowe not, and in truth this is the crime, and the onely crime 
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they can charge me w", but to shorten, Baxter never rann away, 
but when the tryall of prisoners was at towne, Mr. Lewellin 
keeping his solicitations afoot for Baxter, I left him still in prison 
w" the Sherif from whom he hath liberty to goe over the river, 
and up and downe the county where he pleaseth, and is admitted 
by the Justices to pardon, & takes the oath of obeydience, given 
by Mr. Jno. Drayton although under that comit"' all unknown 
to me, Jno. Higgaldy is along w"" me carried to Green Spring, 
and there I frame a petition to his houn' in theire names (Baxter 
his wife and Higgaldy) for theire pardon, Jno. Higgaldy signs it 
in behalfe of himself, Baxter, &c. , and his houn' was pleased w* 
his' owne hand writeing as may be seen that at my request it was 
granted. After this I come up, shew Mr. Lewellin the pardon, 
and to Jno. Baxter, comeing to my house a day or two after who 
I thought was in prison, but it appeared he was always at his 
liberty, and had been admitted to the oath & pardon before as 
afore** and after this make a composition to my losse, for my 
debt, damages sustained, for w""" my action was comenced long 
since, and the spoiles, & robberyes he comitted it my house. I 
doe moste seriously protest, this is the truth to the best of my 
remembrance of that moste horrid story, that the agrieved good 
peeple tell of my hard dealing w'" theire brother Baxter, and 
may it please yo' houn" but that this is much too long already, 
to tell the composition you would rather wonder at my weakness 
than severity. And thus begging pardon for my faults I end the 
ninth article. 

Article loth. 

That the s* Hill to fortify himself w"'in this county to doe 
whatsoever he pleased, and to keep himself from being brought 
to answear for any of the wrongs, oppressions, misdemeanors, 
& crimes afore"" and the better to enable him to comit the like in 
time to come to the utter ruin of this county, did p'vaile w" S' 
Will" Berkley to be stiled, & called, and to have the power and 
authority of Coll" and Chiefe comander of all the forces of this 
county, and president of the Courte, a stile unknown in this 
county before, to the great dishoun' of divers worthy gentlemen 
of the s* county of greater seniority, and more eminent abillityes of 
courage, conduct, and integrity, then himself, to the enkindling 
the fire of discord, and heart burnings w"'in this county, and to 
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the manifest lyeing aside those that any wayes have sought here- 
totore, to oppose these aviricious & unjust designes. 

To the loth Article, I answeare that I beheve that there can 
noe man soe fortyfye himself in Virg' that he is above law and 
Justice but may be called to give ace' of his crimes and misde- 
mean" & in truth it never reach* my thoughts, neither was ever 
my prevailancy soe great w'" the Rt. houn"'" S' Will" Berkley, 
although I always thought, it was as much as I deserved, but let 
me begg yo' houn" pardon, to tell you that I never rece'd any 
extraordinary favours of either houn' or profit from our mo§te 
good Govern', for first it was noe such strange thing that since 
my father had the houn' to be one of the first Coll"' in Virgin' 
and comanded two countys, one that had comanded in his ma"°' 
servis ag' the parliament forces that came to reduce this countrey, 
the best regiment of men, w"" himself raised & brought, one 
that had comanded the greatest army raised in Virg' ag' the In- 
dians and w'" success & Victory; was made a Capt. from whence 
by providence he hath gradually ris to be a Lent. Coll", nor that 
the Sonne of one that hath w"" houn' borne the greatest offices of 
Virg", and hath p'haps (if I may w'" modesty say soe) been 
thought a man of as great and as good partes as moste in Vir- 
gin" whoes memory is not yet forgot, one whome his moste sa- 
cred ma'^' was pleased to nominate one of the Council of Virg* 
and one that always witnessed his loyalty: I say that his sonne 
should be made a Justice is noe such extraordinary favour, and 
why these men should grieve that I am soe, I know not, unless 
because I would not be a rebell, but the reasons are layed downe 
in the article the vallidity of w"" I humbly leave to yo' houn' 
Judgm". I will never willingly criminate those have bore 
comand over me, I may say I never gave, nor tooke, any of 
Bacon's oaths, I never was (either active or passive) a rebell, I 
never soe much as suffered my drume to beat, or coUours to 
display for the rebells, but indeed, I have lost my estate, when 
others have kept theires by them, and why the Rt. houn"'" S' 
Will" Berkley, left out Coll" Epes of the military, and Mr. An- 
thony Wyate of the civil power above me, I am not to give a 
reason for, and why he gave me the chief authority, I am to 
give no other answeare but that it was his pleasure; But may it 
please you Rt. houn"'" Govern' I doe now moste freely & sin- 
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cerely, w"'out either the vanity of pride, or spirit of trouble, or 
discontent, moste humbly lay downe at yo' houn" feet all the 
power I have of military and civill, and shall be moste heartily 
willing, that yo' houn' will please to bestowe them on some more 
capable, and worthy p'son, and whereas I have moste faithfully 
served my King, and Country, to the best of my understanding 
in bearing publique offices, I shall w" all content pray at home in 
private for my dread souveraigne' s health, long live and pros- 
perity, and my countrey's good, and shall take it to be houn' 
enough to me, that S' Will"" Berkley that hath had the experi- 
ence of me, thought me worthy of his comands, whoes certifi- 
cate heere underwriten I pray I may have the houn' off and 
thus w'" submission I end the loth Article, w'" the Certificate: 

By the Govern' r and Capt. Gen'll of Virg'a. 

There being no better way to encourage others, and to gratify 
the merit of such Gentlemen, as have moste eminently appeared 
ag' these late rebells of Virg* then to inform the world of theire 
just discoverings. 

These may certify all men that Leiut-CoU" Edw. Hill, hath 
in a moste high & remarkable degree testyfyed his integrity and 
loyalty to his moste sacred ma"° and to me his ma"" Govern' of 
Virgin*, by attending at all times w'" the hazard of his person in 
ye service, his wife, children, & estate being at the mercy of the 
rebells whilst he faithfully persued to his power the subdueing of 
the rebellion. Dated at Green Spring the 24th of March, 
1676-7. 

Will'm Berkley, 

who is a witness of this knowne & evident truth, and w^all I 
know Coll" Hill for his fidelity is yet threatened and perse- 
cuted by the rebellious party. 

A true copy from the records Charles City County. 

Test. Pet. Field,* Cl. C. 

This was written as you see w"" the Gov" owne hand. 



♦ Peter Feild, or Field, appears to have removed from Charles City 
soon after this date, for he was living in Henrico in 1678. In the levy 
for that year he is assessed with seven tithables. On November 15, 
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Article nth. 

That by reason of the violation & little regard was had 
afore"* either of his ma"" or S' Will" Berkley's proclamation of 
pardon to the persons, & estates of dyvers of those of us as 
afore** that had actually layd hold of them, and the great dan- 
ger and trouble such p'sons (notw"'standing such layeing hold) 
underwent & suffered, we the peeple of this county being gene- 
rally as guilty as others, were under such terrors and feares of 
the like paines & troubles, that we darest not complaine to the 
late assembly of any of our grievances, nor of the legall choyce 
or returne that was made of Burgesses to serve for us in the s* 
assembly, neither darest the p'sons that were intrusted w" the 
delivery and prosecution of oure petition to the assembly drawne 
up to that purpose deliver the same, or make knowne any of 
our grievances to the assembly for the reasons afore"*. 

Wee the subscribers haveing been desired, & requested there- 
unto by the Inhabitants of this county convened at Westover in 
the s* county for that purpose, doe present this theire humble 

1678, he was commissioned a justice of Henrico, and as Captain and 
Major Feild, he remained a member of the court for a number of years, 
certainly until August, 1705. On August i, 1692, he made a deposition 
in which he stated his age to be about forty-five years. In 1682 he was 
high sheriff, and in 1693 a Burgess. Shortly before his death he re- 
moved to New Kent, and there is on record a deed in August, 1707, 
speaking of him as deceased. He married Judith, widow of Henr>' 
Randolph, of Henrico, and daughter Of Henry Soane, once Speaker of 
the House of Burgesses. In April, 1681, there is a suit by Mr. Peter 
Feild, guardian of Henry Randolph, son of Henry Randolph, deceased. 
In April, 1693, a deed from Peter Feild and Judith, his wife (formerly 
widow of Henry Randolph), conveying land to Henry Walthall. In let- 
ters dated June, 1694, and recorded in Henrico, between William Soane 
and Peter Feild, they call each other "brother." The will of John 
Soane, dated December i, 1695, mentions his mother, Judith Soane 
[widow of Henry Soane], "brother," Peter Field, &c. A deed, Au- 
gust, 1690, from Major Peter Feild to his daughters, Mary and Martha, 
neither then of age. Deed, July, 1709, from Thomas Jefferson and his 
wife, Mary, daughter of Major Peter Feild, late of New Kent, deceased. 
Deed, August, 171 1, from John Archer and Martha, his wife, conveying 
961 acres left her by the will of Peter Feild, gentleman, deceased. 
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remonstrance, and address to his ma"" houn"" comiss" for Vir- 
ginia affaires, this loth day of may, 1677. 

Bern'' Sykes, 
James Mings, 
James Biss, 
Nich: Wyat, 
Wm. Duke,* 
Thom. Blayton, 
Thoms Grendon. 

The nth and laste article I must say, I never was guilty of 
any violation of, or that I had little regard either to his moste 
sacred ma"" or the Rt. houn"" his ma"" Govern" proclamation 
but that I always had that reverence & esteem of them as ought 
to be, neither am I knoweing of one p'son w"in either of those 
pardons that have suffered one farthing damage, either in theire 
p'sons or estates, but thus confessing themselves guilty (as 
truely they are) would make theire feare an excuse for theire 
bringing in those grievances, ag' the Rt. hon'" S' Will" Berk- 
ley, since his departure, when they were comanded before seve- 
ral! times and while the assembly was sitting to bring them in; 
but then although the county was convened by authority there 
was noe grievances, but since his houn' is gon & not heere to 
answeare, Mr. Blayton, Mr. Mings, and the good tribe, can 
(w"'out any authority, and the peeple never by any proclama- 
tion, or comand, that ever I could heare of convened since) goe 
from house to house, inquiring whether this, or that was not a 
grievance, and so formed what they thought was good for griev- 
ances, for three Parrishesof our county vzd: (appamatuck, way- 
noke and the north side of Westover, hath informed me they 
had no grievances ag' me) the whole county consisting but of 
five Parrishes; but they having been used (in the late rebellion) 
to abuse the peeple have still retained the same habit, the legal- 
lity of chusing theire burgesses I think it out of dispute — at 



* Probably Henry Duke, who was a justice of James City county 1680, 
Burgess 1692 and 1699, appointed to the Council in 1702, and died about 
January, 1713-4. 
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leaste I am not to answeare for it, and I humbly hope I have 
given yo' houn" an Inoffensive, full & satisfactory answeare, to 
all the crimes, misdemeanors, and miscarriages, of this twenty 
yeares, I am not soe childish as to think I have in all these 
comitted noe errors, that I may begg pardon for, w"" I acknowl- 
edge and moste heartily doe, yet I am not convinced I have 
comitted any great, or hainous crimes, but must confess I am 
noe competent Judge, and doe moste humbly laye myself at yo' 
houn" feet and confess niy faults, and pray you will give such a 
representation of them (if they must goe to his moste sacred 
ma"") as in yo' houn""' wisdomes you shall think fit, soe moste 
heartily prayeing for the preservation of oure moste great, good 
& gracious King, his royall highness, his ma"" Govern' of this 
countrey, his ma"" comiss", and this poore distracted, and un- 
settled countrey of mine, I humbly end my answeares & Rest. 
Rt. houn"" yo' houn""° moste humble servant, 

(signed) Edw. Hill. 

Postscript. 

I must say that the subscription (to the grievances) is a noto- 
rious falsehood, for the peeple of the county was not convened 
by any authority, or proclamation, but those that came they 
either came there by the desire of Mings, and Blayton, or out 
of curiosity to see the Rt. houn"" comiss" & w' was done, and 
it is noe marvel that those Mings & Blayton sent should owne 
(w' they had writt) for theire [oune] may it please yo' houn". 

Since I writt my answeares w"" intentions to have waited on 
yo' houn", and given it in before the tenth of June, according to 
yo' houn" Comands, Mr. Mings & Mr. Blayton, brings up a 
dedimus to be Executed the twelfth, soe that I was necessitated 
to stay untill those evidences were taken, hopeing I might know 
what was sworne ag* me, and by whome, that I mought have 
made answeare to them in my owne vindication, but I must in- 
forme yo' houn", that not onely two that have subscribed the 
grievances, and (are as they say intrusted by the peeple) to 
prosecute the charge ag' me (Capt. Nicho: Wyat, & Mr. James 
Biss*) were comissioners appointed to execute the dedimus, and 

* Was a justice of Charles City 1680. 
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Coll" John Epes* who seems to be discontented w" me because 
displaced; w"" I am confident the houn"'" Coll" Morrison was 
surprized in (by Sherwood) as well as myself, or els his houn' 
would not have desired me to subscribe the request of the dedi- 
mus w'"' I was unwilling to doe, but alsoe Mr. Mings who was by 
the subscribers employed to manage the charge (w'" he did w'" 
all the fierce anger, mallice and ill language he could), was ap- 
pointed to be theire clerke to take the evidences, although I 
after objected against it (unless he would write what the wit- 
nesses said w"' hee refused to doe, yet was admitted clerke, and 
when the evidences were called, Mr. Mings was the onely inte- 
rogator & would not write theire words, but Examine and cross- 
Examine sometimes an houre togeather before he would put 
penn to paper; that he hath kept some evidences three houres 
togeather on Examination, and then write not theires, but such 
wordes as he thought came nighest theire sense, and strongest 
ag' me, & when 1 have offered Evidences' Evidence to the 
comiss" in my owne vindication Mr. Mings opposed it, and they 
were not suflfered to be taken, I prayed that Mr. Mings was 
employed to manage the charge might drawe his interogutorees 
(upon the articles) to the witnesses, and that neither he, nor I, 
mought be by, but that the comiss" mought Examin them, but 
that would not be admitted, and indeed I was hardly admited to 
speak one worde, in my owne defence but imediately I was si- 
lenced, those three Gentlemen, and Mr. Mings sayeing I de- 
layed the county's business, and when I prayed, that since Mr. 
Mings (that was to manage the charge) had the evidences in 
his custody (night after night) might plan, or displan what 
wordes he pleased being never sworne, and for ought I know 
mought have subscril)ed all for his owne use, that I mought 
either have the copyes of the oathes ag' me, or that I mought 
take notes of them, that I mought thereby be enabled to make 
my defence, w"* was utterly denyed me; How equally right and 
Just (these proceedings are) I humbly leave to yo' houn" con- 
siderations, although I am very confident; I have owned as 

* Colonel John Epes. or Eppes, was a son of Francis Eppes, member 
of the Council [Henrico Records and Land Grants). As Captain Jolin 
Epes he was a justice of Charles City in 1661 (Surry Records). Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel John Eppes patented 2,750 acres in Charles City in 1667. 
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much in my answeare as can be justly proved ag' me onely I 
must intimate to yo' houn" that upon the Examination of Bax- 
ter, it may be observed that Baxter swears in his owne behalf, 
and theire is now a suit depending in the county Courte for w' 
he owes me, and would by this maner of way cleare himself & 
defraud me, but to remember what he, or the rest have sworne, 
as to make answeare to I cannot, onely I observe that the moste 
of the Evidences were very rebells, and my particular enimyes, 
all w"" I leave to yo' houn" moste serious considerations, and 
doe not doubt, but that yo' houn" will weigh every thing indif- 
ferently, soe prayeing for yo' houn" I am 

Rt. hon"' your houn" moste humble servant, 

(signed) Edw. Hill. 



SOME COLONIAL LETTERS.* 



London, i8 Aprill, 17 ii. 
Dear Sir: 

I rec** yrs y' 31 Jan', and beg you will never make any apol- 
igys to Comand me in any thing for yr. Service. Upon y" re- 
ceipt of yr. Letter and another from my good friend Coll. Car- 
ter upon ye same errand w' Mr. Perry delivered to me, both 
together imediately we waited upon Mr. Blathwayt for feare of 
looseing time, and that he might be solicited for some others as 
he has been since. I must doe Mr. Perry justice that reco- 
mended you both very strenuously to Mr. Blath: as both his 
friends, but before we went I was prevalent with Mr. Per * * 
to leave a little to my plea that you were * * in y' project 
Qf * * * I tooke ye Liberty to tell Mr. Blath: that I was 
under a former promise to appeare for you more Particularly, 

* All these letters are addressed to Philip Ludwell and are a part of 
the Ludwell MSS. 



